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The NERUPI Framework and Student Choice

“The process of choosing and applying to an undergraduate degree requires a highly
sophisticated understanding between school subjects, undergraduate degrees, type
of HEI and potential careers”.

(Hayton, 2018, p.44).

CHOOSE: Develop students' capacity to navigate higher education and 
graduate employment sectors and make informed choices

(NERUPI, 2019).



The NERUPI Framework and Student Choice
NERUPI ‘Choose’ at Level 3:

Enable students to…
Evaluate course, student finance and graduate opportunities and make informed choices 
that align with personal interests and career aspirations

• Evaluate different types of higher education institution in terms of personal interests 
and career aspirations

• Compare degree courses and study options across a range of universities
• Engage effectively with the UCAS process and generate and submit a strong university 

application
• Compare student finance, budgeting support and student employment opportunities 

across a range of universities



The Mock Open Day



The Mock Open Day

Talk Options (choose 
3 of 4):

• What to Expect at 
Uni

• Student Life

• Student Finance 
and Budgeting

• Accommodation



The Mock Open Day – NERUPI & Gatsby

KNOW CHOOSE BECOME

Gatsby 4: Linking curriculum learning to careers

Gatsby 7: Encounters with further and higher education



The Mock Open Day & Our Progression Framework

Discover course and 

placement 

opportunities in 

Higher Education

Find out about 

research areas, 

expertise and 

facilities  in Higher 

Education and new 

areas of 

development

Explore social and 

leisure, and extra-

curricular 

opportunities  in 

Higher Education

Discover career 

benefits of Higher 

education and the 

employment 

opportunities for 

graduates

Find out about 

academic and 

information 

services, facilities 

and resources

Evaluate different 

types of Higher 

Education Institution 

in terms of personal 

interests and career 

aspirations

Compare degree 

courses and study 

options across a 

range of universities

Engage effectively 

with the UCAS 

process and 

generate and submit 

a strong university 

application

Compare student 

finance, budgeting 

support and student 

employment 

opportunities across 

a range of 

universities

Gain a positive first-

hand experience of 

student life and a 

university 

environment

Become familiar 

with learning and 

teaching approaches 

in Higher Education

Identify and practise 

the skills they need 

to live independently

Engage with 

academic and 

personal support 

mechanisms

Interact with 

academic staff and 

other university 

employees

Interact with other 

students on 

programme, 

Student 

Ambassadors and 

current students.

Participate in 

challenging 

educational activities 

which are 

stimulating and 

motivating

Access the 

information, advice 

& guidance they 

need to make a 

successful transition 

to HE

Enhance capacity for 

independent 

learning, self-

directed study and 

enterprise

Enhance capacity for 

creative problem 

solving and decision 

making

Enhance 

communication and 

presentation skills 

using different 

mediums

Enhance critical 

thinking skills 

through 

experimentation, 

reflection, analysis, 

synthesis and 

evaluation

Enhance research 

skills and gain 

experience of 

independent 

research

Enhance project 

planning skills and 

expertise in 

designing, 

implementing and 

evaluating a small-

scale project

Enhance group work 

skills and capacity to 

lead and work 

collaboratively

Enhance revision 

skills and expertise in 

a range of revision 

techniques

Extend awareness of 

the wider 

applications of 

knowledge

Locate existing 

knowledge within 

wider fields of 

knowledge and 

other contexts

Enhance 

understanding 

through 

collaborative 

projects, which 

extend knowledge 

and challenge 

assumptions 

Relate existing 

knowledge and 

interests to 

university subject 

areas and degree 

programmes

Understand how 

knowledge can be 

developed within 

university subject 

areas and academic 

disciplines

3.1. Programme 

Launch Event

An interactive launch event for new 

students to welcome them to 

FutureHY. Students will take part in 

activities about Higher Education and 

learn more about the programme.

3.2. UCAS Application 

Support

One2One support for students 

applying to Higher Education to 

complete their UCAS personal 

statement and application form.

3.3. Mock Open Day

Hosted at University of York, this 

event is designed to give students a 

taste of what an Open Day is like, 

providing hints and tips for how to 

make the most out of the real thing.

3.4. Transition 

Workshops

Workshops on independent living, 

student finance and leaving home for 

students who are about to leave their 

school/college.

3.5. Freshers' Fair
An NCOP stand to meet students and 

introduce/re-introduce FutureHY at FE 

Colleges and Sixth Forms.

Situate existing knowledge within wider fields of knowledge 

and apply to other contexts

 Situate existing knowledge & interests 

within the context of university degree 

programmes and academic disciplines

Access and 

experience 

appropriate 

attainment-raising 

interventions

Activity Description

Investigate course & placement options, and social & leisure opportunities in Higher Education
Evaluate course, student finance & graduate opportunities and make informed 

choices that align with personal interests and career aspirations
Anticipate challenges they will face in Higher Education and make a successful transition to university Enhance academic skills that develop capacity for critical thinking, independent research and self-directed learning

Level 3 (Years 12-13)

Social and Academic Capital Habitus Skills Capital Intellectual Capital

Know

PT1. Develop students' knowledge and awareness of the benefits of higher education and 

graduate employment

Choose

PT4. Develop students' capacity to navigate Higher Education  and graduate 

employment sectors and  make informed choices

Become

PT.7. Develop students' confidence and resilience to negotiate the challenge of university life and graduate progression

Practise

PT9. Develop students' study skills and capacity for academic attainment and successful graduate progression

Understand

PT10. Develop students' understanding by contextualising subject knowledge and supporting attainment raising



The Mock Open Day & Our Progression Framework
The FutureHY Progression Framework Level 3:

Know

• Discover course and placement opportunities in Higher Education

• Find out about research areas, expertise and facilities in Higher Education and new areas of development

• Explore social and leisure, and extra-curricular opportunities in Higher Education

• Find out about academic and information services, facilities and resources

Choose

• Evaluate different types of Higher Education Institution in terms of personal interests and career aspirations

• Compare degree courses and study options across a range of universities

• Compare student finance, budgeting support and student employment opportunities across a range of universities

Become

• Gain a positive first-hand experience of student life and a university environment

• Become familiar with learning and teaching approaches in Higher Education

• Engage with academic and personal support mechanisms

• Interact with academic staff and other university employees

• Interact with other students on programme, Student Ambassadors and current students

• Access the information, advice & guidance they need to make a successful transition to HE



The Evaluation

Post-intervention form for 
participants and their teachers.



The Evaluation - Outcomes

How likely are you to apply to higher education?

Definitely won't apply Fairly unlikely

Don't know/unsure Fairly likely

Very likely Definitely will apply
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100%

No Yes

Has this event in any way affected your 
decision?



The Evaluation - Outcomes
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Participants’ ratings – Usefulness of talks



The Evaluation - Outcomes

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100% 120%

 I feel more knowledgeable about Higher Education as a
result of this event

 I feel more confident about attending future open days
as a result of this event

 I feel more confident speaking to people about my future
and my options

How much do you agree with the following statements?

Strongly Disagree Disagree Neither agree nor disagree Agree Strongly Agree Don’t know



Reflections on the Evaluation Process

• Scope to better align the evaluation questions with 
the outcomes on the progression framework

• Potential  to add qualitative element to capture any 
unexpected outcomes and to add narrative to our 
reporting

• Is it feasible to add a pre-intervention measure?



Any Questions?



Activity

Discuss in groups:

What interventions do or would you like your organisation to offer that enable 
students to build their capacity to make informed choices?

What challenges do you face in developing and delivering these types of 
activities? How do you overcome these challenges?
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