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A person whose parent, or carer, serves in the 
regular armed forces, or as a reservist, or has done 

at any point during the first 25 years of that 
person’s life. 
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A Service child



Service children as a cohort
• 567,253 0 to 24 year-olds in veteran families (ONS, 

2023)
• 121,600 0 to 17 year-olds in serving families (MOD 2022)
• 76,625 eligible for Service Pupil Premium (England only)
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Distinct
Diverse
Dynamic

SCiP Alliance, 2019
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Local Authority SC Cumulative

Wiltshire 7280 7280 10%

Hampshire 7135 14415 19%

Lincolnshire 4405 18820 25%

North Yorkshire 3555 22375 29%

Oxfordshire 2920 25295 33%

Plymouth 2620 27915 36%

Cornwall 2305 30220 39%

Devon 1945 32165 42%

Suffolk 1875 34040 44%

Somerset 1760 35800 47%

Gloucestershire 1740 37540 49%

Dorset 1590 39130 51%
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The four Ds of Service children’s lives

• Highly individualised, 
complex interplay of 
separation, mobility 
and military-civilian 
transition

• Peculiar discontinuity

• Assets and 
opportunities

But risk of disadvantage e.g.:

• Lower attainment: mobility 
and SEN

• HE access

• Mental health / wellbeing

• (Socio-economic 
intersection?)
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A brief research timeline (thanks to Dr Michael Hall)
• 2006: House of Commons Defence Committee, Educating Service Children

• No reliable figure for number of Service children in UK schools.
• Transfer of records is poor.
• Service children may be falling between responsibilities of DfES and devolved 

administrations.
• Concerns raised by Children’s Education Advisory Service about staying-on rates and 

FE/university progression of Service children.
• 2010: Department for Education, The Educational Performance of Children of Service Personnel

• Found that Service children attained better than their peers after controlling for prior 
Attainment, demographic factors and pupil mobility.

• Mobile Service pupils attained less well than their non-mobile peers.
• Impact on attainment of mobility during KS4 is higher for non-Service than for Service 

pupils.
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• 2011: Ofsted, Children in Service Families.
• No accurate record of the number of Service children.
• Lack of continuity of support and provision for Service children as they moved schools.
• Uncoordinated transfers of information and no continuous learning and development 

records accompanying mobile children.
• 2013: House of Commons Defence Committee investigation into the education of children of 

Service personnel
• Mobility is a barrier to accessing schools of choice.
• No appreciable progress on transfer of records.
• Mobility poses challenges to continuity of education.
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A brief research timeline (thanks to Dr Michael Hall)
• 2016: McCullouch, J. and Hall, M., Further and Higher Progression for Service Children

• First attempt to estimate progression rates to HE for Service pupils.
• Estimate of progression gap of up to one in four (but limited by no accurate data of Service 

pupils or progression rates).
• Mobility and deployment were two most significant issues impacting on Service pupils’ 

outcomes (academically and pastorally).
• 2020: Selous review, Living In Our Shoes

• Causal link between mobility and attainment not proven.
• More research needed to understand the onward progression of Service children following 

school.
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A brief research timeline (thanks to Dr Michael Hall)
• 2023: Armed Forces Covenant Annual Report

• Progression to HE for Service pupils 4 pp lower than non-disadvantaged non-Service 
pupils (2020/21)

• 2023: Atherton, G. and Satchell, L., Under the Radar: Service children and Higher Education in 
England
• Higher mobility impacts attainment and pastoral support received
• Separation can affect engagement, wellbeing and mental health
• Schools face unique challenges responding to the needs of Service children
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Data, its limits, and where to find it
Defence is UK-wide, education is devolved, Service children can be highly mobile 
and the MOD consider their location sensitive data

• UK Government – Armed Forces Covenant Annual Reports: 
(https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/armed-forces-covenant-annual-reports)

• Ministry of Defence: FAMCAS (https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/tri-service-
families-continuous-attitude-survey-index)

• SCiP Alliance: online targeting tool (https://www.scipalliance.org/map)
• UCAS (https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/what-and-where-study/what-can-i-do-

next/students-individual-needs/students-uk-armed-forces-family)
• OfS (https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/for-providers/equality-of-

opportunity/equality-of-opportunity-risk-register/student-characteristics/service-
children/)

• SSCE Cymru (https://www.sscecymru.co.uk/evidence/data/default.htm)
• Forces in Mind Trust Research Centre: (https://www.fimt-rc.org/)

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/armed-forces-covenant-annual-reports
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/tri-service-families-continuous-attitude-survey-index
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/tri-service-families-continuous-attitude-survey-index
https://www.scipalliance.org/map
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/what-and-where-study/what-can-i-do-next/students-individual-needs/students-uk-armed-forces-family
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/what-and-where-study/what-can-i-do-next/students-individual-needs/students-uk-armed-forces-family
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/for-providers/equality-of-opportunity/equality-of-opportunity-risk-register/student-characteristics/service-children/
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/for-providers/equality-of-opportunity/equality-of-opportunity-risk-register/student-characteristics/service-children/
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/for-providers/equality-of-opportunity/equality-of-opportunity-risk-register/student-characteristics/service-children/
https://www.sscecymru.co.uk/evidence/data/default.htm
https://www.fimt-rc.org/


The SCiP Alliance
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Some past and current projects
Outcomes
• College-specific insight and proposals
• Restored OfS EORR recognition
• c. 22,000 Service children
Priorities…
• 0-25 (whole life-course) evidence-led 

support suite
• Enhanced community collaboration and 

sector-wide understanding
• SCiP Alliance Impact Centre

Outputs
• Diversity Meets Complexity
• Under the Radar
• Thriving Lives Toolkit for schools
Working on…
• Early Years and Higher Education 

research and toolkit development
• TLT innovation and case study projects
• Community platform and training suite
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https://www.scipalliance.org/news/2022/diversity-meets-complexity-supporting-armed-forces-young-people-to-thrive-in-post-16-education
https://www.scipalliance.org/news/2024/service-children-back-on-the-office-for-students-radar
https://www.scipalliance.org/thriving-lives-toolkit
https://www.scipalliance.org/all-projects/thriving-lives-toolkit-case-study-bank


Thanks… questions… actions
• Join a SCiP Alliance Hub

• https://www.scipalliance.org/hubs/the-scip-alliance-hub-network

• Subscribe for updates
• https://scipalliance.us16.list-

manage.com/subscribe?u=23a341cbff8686215dbf1537d&id=25b22fa430

• Get in touch
• Philip Dent (Director) – philip.dent@winchester.ac.uk
• Rachel Lad (Head of Operations and Development) – rachel.lad@winchester.ac.uk
• Vicki Fisher (Engagement Manager) – victoria.fisher@winchester.ac.uk
• Emily Flores (Projects Manager) – emily.flores@winchester.ac.uk
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