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Post-colonial colonial violence's.
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Decolonising the University – Movement or moment?

1. Conservative: preservation and refinement of knowledge, 
cannons, traditions and elitism.

2. Libertarian: free enquiry, critical thinking, freedom of 
speech/right to offend. 

3. Neo-liberal: training ground to develop the workers, 
technocrats, professionals, administrators for the 
knowledge economy.

4. Social Justice: space to develop and nurture ethical, critical 
and moral agency for a fairer, more humane society. 
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Exploring options for change

1. Confine our ambition to a kind of performative decolonisation, and updated 
version of multi-culturalism and diversity bolted onto the end of a Eurocentric 
model for the university. 

2. Accept that some institutions, perhaps newer ones that are less wedded to 
tradition, or faculties, will move much faster and bolder than others and settle 
for a plurality of approaches and the preservation of elitism.

3. Abandon the university all together and establish new independent institutions 
build from scratch on the principles of decoloniality. This might prove to be an 
interesting experiment, but because such institutions will be subject to the 
neoliberal forces, they can never act autonomously. 

4. Problematise the current conception of decolonisation, especially the  
suggestion that ideas attributed to European modes of thought, of justice, 
universality, reason, logic, dialectics, history, secularity and so on, are 
‘antithetical to decolonial project’. 
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Key Flaws in the current approach to 
decolonizing the University.
1.a poor understanding of the very forms of violence, 

oppression and exploitation that the anti-colonial 
movements sought to confront, many of which are ongoing; 

2.the contradictory nature of the modern neoliberal 
university and their continual role in neo-colonialism, 
through internationalisation policies.  

3.a failure to break free from the very systems of othering 
and classification of humans that were established to 
rationalise the colonial project in the first place.
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How do we/should understand colonialism?
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Decolonialisation or 
anti-colonialism
• “Recognizing that the peoples of 
the world ardently desire the end of 
colonialism in all its manifestations 
… Solemnly proclaims the necessity 
of bringing to a speedy and 
unconditional end colonialism in all 
its forms and manifestations"
• UN Declaration on Decolonialism
(1961). Available at: 
http://hrlibrary.umn.edu/instree/c1d
giccp.htm
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Institutionalising the 
project of decolonisation
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Decoloniality and reparations

9



Decolonisation and Identity Politics

• “Colonialism hardly ever exploits 
the whole of a country. It contents 
itself with bringing to light the 
natural resources, which it 
extracts, and exports to meet the 
needs of the mother country's 
industries, thereby allowing certain 
sectors of the colony to become 
relatively rich. But the rest of the 
colony follows its path of under-
development and poverty, or at all 
events sinks into it more deeply.” 
(Frantz Fanon, The Wretched of 
the Earth)

• “Pericles on Democracy, Paine on 
the Rights of Man, the Declaration 
of Independence, the Communist 
Manifesto, these are some of the 
political documents which, 
whatever the wisdom or 
weaknesses of their analysis, have 
moved men and will always move 
them, for the writers, some of 
them despite themselves, strike 
chords and awaken aspirations 
that sleep in the hearts of the 
majority in every age” (C.L.R 
James, 1989, p197 – Black 
Jacobins.
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Conclusion

• I am not so concerned with how 
we dismantle the master's 
house, that is, which sets of 
theories we use to critique 
colonialism; I have spent enough 
time taking down the master's 
house, and now I want most of 
my energy to go into envisioning 
and building our new house 
(Simpson, 2011 p20)."
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