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The present moment



Double Edge of Technology



Crisis or Opportunity

• Rapid problem solving and innovation: “Necessity is the mother of invention,” and often a crisis 
acts as the forcing mechanism to compel expeditious innovation, leading to rapid advances in 
technology, policy, and/or procedures.

• Increased resiliency for the next event: The measures taken to survive and eventually end a crisis 
often make an organization or country stronger and more resilient for future events.

• New levels of cooperation—even among rivals: Large scale crises that challenge multiple 
interests and equities have a way of pulling together diverse partners—allies and rivals alike—to 
solve the crisis. 

• Systemic change: Global crises that crush existing orders and overturn long-held norms, can pave 
the way for new systems, structures, and values to emerge and take hold. 

• Dramatic policy shifts: Sometimes the fear generated from a crisis and corresponding public 
outcry enables and even forces leaders to make bold and often difficult policy moves. 

• Emergence of talent: A crisis has a way of letting the cream rise to the top. In the midst of a crisis, 
those with the right skill sets and talent –

Source: Maria Langan-Riekhof, Arex B. Avanni, and Adrienne Janetti, Brookings, (2017) Sometimes the world needs a crisis: Turning challenges into opportunities. Monday, April 10, 
2017 https://www.brookings.edu/research/sometimes-the-world-needs-a-crisis-turning-challenges-into-opportunities/

https://www.brookings.edu/research/sometimes-the-world-needs-a-crisis-turning-challenges-into-opportunities/


Digital Colonialism



Bias and Technology





Conclusion

1. Avoid the the temptation of industrialised
curriculum development and delivery.

2. Remember dialogue is core to learning

3. Critical- Self-reflection is critical – learning has 
to have a meaning not just a end.


