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Universities and Social Justice

It is often taken for granted that the university is a force 

for social justice, where critical thought can be used to 

challenge the status quo. However, if we place the 

university in its social context, if anything we quickly 

realise that the opposite is [often] true (Andrews, 2018)



Parrhesia - Speaking ‘Truth’ to Power through Student Voice 

Parrhesia:

In the classical sense, parrhesia describes, for example, a 
philosopher’s need to ‘speak truthfully’ to a ruler. In 
speaking out in this manner the speaker may make 
themselves very vulnerable and stand in an uncertain or 
risky position with their intended audience. The content of 
what is said may be carefully chosen, a deliberate decision 
on the part of the speaker, or be an unintended 
consequence of what they say. The speaker is usually aware 
that they are communicating some ‘truth’. …‘Parrhesia is 
also a  kind of verbal activity where the speaker has a 
specific relation to truth through frankness, a certain 
relationship to his own life through danger, a certain type of 
relation to himself or other people through criticism 
(self-criticism or criticism of other people), and a specific 
relation to moral law through freedom and duty.’ - Michel 
Foucault, Courage of truth lectures, 1983-1984; Foucault, M. 
(2011). The courage of truth. Springer.

Student Voice

“The single problem plaguing all students … 
everywhere is the crisis of disconnection. Meaningful 
Student Involvement happens when the roles of 
students are actively re-aligned from being the passive 
recipients of schools to becoming active partners 
throughout the educational process. … It is not enough 
to simply listen to student voice. Educators have an 
ethical imperative to do something with students, and 
that is why meaningful student involvement is vital to 
[educational] improvement.” 

- Adam Fletcher, youth empowerment advocate and   
motivational speaker



Anjie Shah

Today’s speakers: DEC Student Justice Warriors

Zara Sharif



Today’s Plan;

- What does it mean to decolonise

- What is DEC? 

- Our work 

- Reflections 



What does it mean 
to decolonise? 



What is the Decolonising Education 
Collective - DEC
Group of students and staff who take action together to decolonise 

teaching and learning in the Department of Education. DEC is about 

the 

Student-related: co-production/co-creation of the curriculum; 

To date, the group has:

● Set up a reading group for learning and exploration

● Reported on current and good practices

● Developed a core UG induction programme 

● Produced and used decolonising case studies 

● Introduced changes to the module feedback form 

● Reverse mentored and trained staff and students

● Contributed to the redesign of the BA Education programme 

and the design of the MSc Environmental Sustainability 

Education and Communication programme

● Created an interactive workshop for reflection and action 



Summer Internships

July 2021; 

- 6-week paid internship focusing on how the Department of 

Education at the University of York could start the process 

of decolonising. This included reviewing degrees offered, 

taught content, reading lists, learning/module outcomes 

and pedagogy. A catalogue of good examples was provided 

as a framework to base changes off. This ended up being a 

50,000 word report.

July 2022; 

- 6- weeks summer internship which centered  around 

reverse mentoring staff in Department of Education on 

decolonial practice 









Module feedback forms 

“The experience of this module, including 
lectures and co-readings, allows me to 

critique mainstream or dominant 
worldviews.” 



STEP 1 Project
The STEP 1 Project is a compulsory first year project where students 
worked in small groups to create teaching resources to be used in 
school around the theme of “Anti-Racist Education”. 

The Project was facilitated by the amazing Michelle 
Codrington-Rodgers, a citizenship and PSHE teacher based in Oxford, 
and former president of the the NASUWT, and the first black 
president!



KS3 Food Tech - 
Rice Pudding 



GCSE Drama - “By 
a white man for a 
white future?”



Teaching and Learning Workshops 



Case Studies 

In break out rooms please review Case Study 4 and 

discuss the questions beneath, we will meet back in the 

main room in 10 minutes to discuss



Awards
- We’ve been nominated as individuals and as a group for multiple awards!! 
- Under the LOVE YORK awards we were nominated under; Outstanding 

Contribution to Academic Experience & Liberation in Leadership.
- We were also nominated for and won the Inclusive Education Award at the 

University of York’s Inclusive Impact Awards & EDI Exchange Launch



AWARDS 



Personal Reflections 



QUESTIONS?



EMAIL US!! 

Anjie - as2998@york.ac.uk 

Zara - zs1144@york.ac.uk 
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